
 

               

               

               

                

KIRSTY’S LITTLE 

TREASURES 
UNLOCKING YOUR CHILDS POTENTIAL 

October/November 2016 NEWS 
Photographer  

We have arranged for a photographer to come to the 
nursery on Tuesday 8th and Wednesday the 9th of 

November to take some snaps of the children. We are 
using Beau photography that have recently carried out a 
photo shoot with Kole and the pictures were fantastic, a 

number of our parents have used this company and 
speak very highly of them. Siblings are welcome to come 
in for pictures, changes of clothes can be provided and 
there is no obligation to purchase any pictures. Over the 
next week or so the staff will be asking you to sign and 

give consent for your child/children to participate.  
 

First Aid  
Our free first aid course for parents is taking place on the 8th 
November. We still have a few spaces left so please let us 
know if you would like to come along. This will be a 1-hour 

session of basic first aid. There are two sessions’ 6:15 till 7:15 
and 7:15 till 8:15 please let us know if you would like to be 
included. Topics included will be: the differences between 

children and babies First Aid, Seizures, Recovery positions for 
children and babies, Choking and CPR. We feel it extremely 
beneficial to have a little background knowledge within these 

areas, as you never know when you may need it.  
 

 
Poppies- as some of you will have seen we have started our KLT poppy launch, last year we sold lots of poppies and raised 
lots of money for the Royal British Legion. This is a great cause and close to lots of our hearts, we will be talking to the 
children about Poppy Day and the reasons behind it, we also plan to have a 2-minute silence on Friday the 11th November to 
remember the fallen soldiers. Children and staff can wear red, black and green to nursery to that day just to show again what 
colours are recognised on Poppy Day.  
 

Topics 
Under 2’s (children aged 3 months- 2 

years) 
The under 2’s unit have really enjoyed their 

space topic and have produced some 
fantastic pictures and had a great time in 

creating them! They had a space tuff spot and 
done lots of counting and blasting off, made 
planets with spiky balls and paint, made foot 

print aliens, glued some sparkly stars and 
made some paper Mache planets. Babies 
have also started to make and create for 

Halloween.  
 

Under 2’s 
November Topic is: Noisy Month & 

Halloween.  

Dolphins (children aged 2- 3 1/2) 

Dolphins had a great month looking at opposites 
and Halloween. They created lots of opposite 
pictures with glue and bits and bobs e.g. small 
buttons and big buttons, long string and short 

string, cotton wool & sand paper! They physically 
practised opposites in the garden e.g. under and 
over, fast and slow and learnt about some others 

at together time e.g. loud and quiet, up and 
down. As most of you have probably seen they 

have also had a great time decorating their 
classroom for Halloween with lots of home made 

creations.  
 

November Topic is: Bonfire Night & Keeping 
Safe 

Parrots (children aged 3 ½ - 5) 

Parrots have enjoyed their topic on temperature and 
have joined in very well with all aspects and activities. 
Parrots drew a thermometer on their white board and 

spoke about all of the numbers and whether they 
meant hot or cold. They played with ice and warm 

bubbly water and they made some ice creams and fire 
with paint. They had lots of stories about wearing the 
correct clothes in warm and cold temperatures and 
generally spoke lots about temperature at together 

times. Parrots have also really enjoyed getting ready 
for Halloween; they have created some lovely pictures 
and carried out some great spooky activities all ready. 

     
November Topic: Bonfire Night, Road Safety & 

Stranger Awareness.  
 
Tree surgeon if anybody knows a good tree surgeon we are in need of a good one to cut some overhanging trees at the 
front. Please let a member of staff know if you can help and maybe provide us with a number or email address. 
 

Photo-board for nursery meals  
 

As some of you may have noticed we have 
started a new board in the entrance hall, this 
displays daily what the children have had for 

lunch and tea, we are hoping this will give 
you a good idea around portion sizes and 

variety etc.  

Slippers & family pictures 
 

Due to health and safety we cannot have the 
mobile children barefooted during the day. To help 

with their comfort we can have slippers for the 
children; this provides a comfy alternative to 

wearing their shoes all day. Please could we also 
have some family photos for the children to talk 

about if you have not supplied any all ready. 
Please email them if easier. 

Careful driving 
 

Please could I remind you all that when 
approaching nursery could we drive 

carefully as it can be very busy. We have 
had a couple of close calls with accidents 

nearly occurring.  

 
Christmas boxes & ideas we are looking at some ideas whereby we can help out less fortunate children and families with 
the help of our children. We want to collect some food and toy boxes for those less fortunate we are looking at some ideas 
but any that you may have please let us know. (We are looking at food parcels for the basement project). We thought it 
would be nice if the children bring in a toy in for a child (maybe in hospital), which they can place in a box and help to 
decorate. We would talk at circle time about why we chose that toy and talk about giving to charity. Two of our parents have 
come forward with these ideas so they may take the lead in this (if I ask them nicely!!). 
 
We thought it a good idea to confirm our Christmas opening/closing hours, as I am aware that a couple of you have asked. 
Nursery will be closed on Monday 26th & 27th December and 2nd of January due to national Bank Holidays. Nursery will open 
as normal on Tuesday 3rd January. Term time only children will break up on Friday 16th December and return on 3rd Jan. we 
are hoping to arrange a Christmas Fete as last years was a huge success, dates to be confirmed ASAP.  
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 Calpol 
As we enter cough and cold season please could we make sure all 
the children have a bottle of calpol at nursery? One standard box 
cannot be used for all children; they must have their own. Most 

nurseries and schools refuse to administer Calpol so we must follow 
our policy and make it work.    

Removing shoes 
Again as we hit the wet soggy time of the year (sorry to remind you) please 

could we ensure that shoes are removed if we go on the carpet just to keep it 
nice and clean?  

Morning drop offs- please can we remind you all that nursery does not 
open until 7.30am you are welcome to come into nursery before 7.30am but 

you must stay on premises until 7.30am.  
 
Dress up day for November- On Friday 18th November we will be having a pyjama/spotty day and a cake sale to help to 
raise money for Children in Need. Staff and children will be asked to make a donation to the charity for wearing pyjamas and 
then there will be a cake sale in the afternoon. Please feel free to bake some cakes for the sale and pop along to purchase 
some if your child is not in, bring your pennies upon collection! The children will be baking and making during the day ready 
for the sale and are welcome to bring along a teddy for a teddy bears picnic at teatime. The cake sale will take part outside of 
babies.   

 
Confirmation of meal times, room names and age ranges.  

A couple of you have commented that you are unaware of our meal times, age ranges in rooms and room names so we 
thought it would be helpful to confirm these things. Breakfast is served from 7.30 to 9.00am, snack is anytime between 
10.00am and 10.30 am, lunch is served between 11.40am to 12.00 and tea is served around 3.15 to 3.30. Under 2’s unit is 
split into 3 rooms Starfish (aged 3 months to 9/12 months- non mobile babies) Octopus’ (aged 9/12 months to 15/18 months- 
crawlers and starting to walk) Turtles (aged 15/18 months to 2 years old- stable walkers) Dolphins (aged 2 to 3/3 ½) Parrots 
(aged 3/3 ½ to 5). 
 

Staff news! Gina and her fiancé Nick had a lovely Engagement party and lots of the staff went along, all had a great time. 
Emily H- Sadly in November/December Emily Hughes will be off work for a long period of time. On the 17th November Emily 
is having her carpel tunnel operated on and may be off work for up to 6 weeks, whilst absent Gina & Sarah will be managing 
the Under 2’s unit; we wish Emily a speedy recovery.   
Grace and Harriet have now been signed up for their level 3 qualification in Early Years and will be starting over the next 
couple of weeks. This is going to be a hard, demanding course for them to complete, but they have our full support.  
Employee of the month: Big congratulations to Emily C who won employee of the month for August for her craziness, 
bubbly personality and dedication and to Sarah who won it for September for settling in so well, helping with transitions and 
for being awesome with her Turtles!  
Team building- A couple of weeks ago most of the team went bowling, we had a great time and thankfully no one was 
injured! We split up into 2 teams (Kirsty’s & Craig’s) and sadly Craig’s team won not once but twice so commiserations to my 
team!  

                                                                                                                                          
Capture update 

It is with great pleasure that I can confirm we are pretty much up and running with the electronic learning journey system. 
Staff have been in training and are beginning to take observations. You should receive an email when a observation has 
been taken, you can then follow the link within the email and sign in using username- your email address password- 
abcd@1234 the password is a generic one for all of us this should be changed the first time you log on to prevent anybody 
else accessing your account you may also want to change your username to something more straight forward. These details 
can be changed within the my account section of the webpage. Another really interesting feature of capture is the 
observation section; here you can upload observations from home life, which may be very helpful for us to get a complete 
picture of your child’s development. When you send an observation your child’s Key Person will add to it and include the 
areas of learning from the EYFS. If you have any questions there is a parent email address parents@capture-
education.co.uk this enables you to directly contact Capture Education, equally we are happy to help you out when needed. 
Over the next few days I will be sending a blank observation to test that all of the email addresses are correct there will be a 
sign to say I have done this if you do not receive this please email capture or let us know (we already have one that was the 
wrong email address). 
 

Parent/child workshops: Again our last workshop was a huge success and lots of you came along, so thank you very much 
for that. The children and parents had a great time making pizzas, fruit kebabs, cakes and face wraps for tea, we also made 
and decorated some lovely Halloween biscuits.  
 
Our next workshop will be on Tuesday 29th November at 2.00pm the theme is yet to be confirmed. 
 
Our Christmas workshop will be on Wednesday 21st December at 2.00 and this will be a creative session.   

Decision jars 
Thank you to the parents that 

used the decision jars within the 
entrance hall we had lots of votes 
for our log cabin ideas, which we 
will soon be turning into a space 
ship for the children to play in. 

There will be a new vote soon for 
the topic of the next parent 

workshop. Keep your eyes open!   

 RAM RUN 
We have all now recovered from the ram 
run (just about) having all completed the 
12 km obstacle course. We thank you all 
that supported us and also those of you 

who took part with us. As a team we 
raised over £3000 for the Birmingham 
children’s hospital which smashes our 
original target of £500 so thank you so 
much for this. Let us know if you would 

like to do the next one with us!  

Collecting  
We are collecting old cd’s to make into mobiles for the 
under 2’s unit and toilet rolls ready for our Christmas 

crackers! 
We are also looking for oversized adult t shirts for the 
children to wear for messy activities; we have lots of 
aprons but they are not always good for all of the 
messy activities and they cannot always go in the 
washing machine. So please don’t throw any out we 
can make good use of them! We are also looking to 
revamp our front garden into an area for the under 2’s 
and we will be fundraising soon for some new flooring.   
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Mini Kickers- After half term mini kickers football class is going to change to ‘MULTI SPORTS’ still with Emma but in order 
to keep the children keen we thought we would try something different so she will be looking at throwing, kicking, balancing, 
skipping, tennis, cricket etc.  
 
 

Staff Training for November:  
Kirsty has a meeting regarding an interactive white board; which we may be looking to introduce to the parrots classroom, so 
we will keep you posted.   
Kirsty and Charlotte are attending a Managers Forum; which helps us to keep up to date with Ofsted and Legislation. 
Dani, Sarah & Harriet are starting Paediatric First Aid training meaning then that 18 staff will hold this training which we feel 
is brilliant and essential.  
Georgie, Dani, Craig (refresher) and Kirsty (refresher) will be attending Role of the SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co 
Coordinator).  
 
 
 

Please complete and return.  

Visiting the elderly  
We are looking to develop a partnership with the local elderly people who live across the road. We would love to take some 
of the children over to spend time with the elderly; we feel this would be mutually beneficial for both age groups. Safety 
would obviously be paramount and staff would always be with the children. This is still in the very early stages of 
development and we will let you know of any developments, in the meantime please can you complete and return the 
following to let us know of your initial thoughts.  

What are your thoughts and feelings about this? And would you give your consent for your child to take part? :  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


